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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: . — — — ■ . — _ 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A client/server system comprising: 
a c li ont hav i ng at loast ono I /O dov i co; and 

a server ^ for rodiroct i ng an ovont i n tho I /O dov i co and d i rect l y controll i ng tho I/O dovico 
comprising: 

software to generate operating instructions for an I/O device; 
a device driver to generate a control signal for the I/O device based on the 
operating instructions: and 

a virtual I/O port to transmit the control signal and to receive an I/O event; and 
a client comprising: 

a device handler to receive the control signal from the virtual I/O port, to control 
the I/O device that is coupled with the client based on the control signal, and to transmit the I/O 
event received from the I/O device to the virtual I/O port . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client/server system according to Cla i m claim 1 , 
compris i ng tho sorvor and tho cliont; 

wherein a- the sorvor s i de i ncludos a device driver for controlling controls the I/O device 
via an I/O port on a -the client-side, and 

wherein the a-virtual I/O port for provid i ng provides the device driver with an interface 
having the same function as the I/O portv by transmitting a-the control signal from the device 
driver to the cliont s i do device handler and informing the device driver of the I/O event received 
from the cl i ont s i do l/0 devicei 

tho c li ont s i do i nc l udos at l east ono I /O port connoctab l o with tho I/O dov i co, and a 
dov i co hand l er for communicating w i th tho v i rtua l I/O port to contro l tho I /O port; and 

tho ovont i n tho I /O dovico on tho cl i ont s i do is rod i roctod to tho virtual I /O port on tho 
sorvor sido, and tho dov i co dr i ver on tho son/or s i do direct l y contro l s tho I /O dov i co . 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A server ^ configured to redirect an ovont i n an I /O 
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Hnwirn trnnr , m i ttnri frnm n d i nnt r , idn, nnd to d i roctly control li ng tho I /O dovico comprising: 
software to generate operating instructions for an I/O device coupled with a client: 
a device driver to generate a control signal for the I/O device based on the operating 

instructions: and 

a virtual I/O port to transmit the control signal to a device handler of the client and to 
receive from the device handler an I/O event received from the I/O device . 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A client^ comprising: at l oast ono I/O dov i cc, and 
configured to rod i roct an ovont in tho I/O dovico to a server sido to diroct l y contro l tho I/O dovico 
by tho Gon/or s i do 

a device handler to control an I/O device coupled with the client based on a control 
signal received from a virtual I/O port on the server, which generated bv a device driver on a 
server based on operating instructions generated by software on the server, and to transmit an 
I/O event received from the I/O device to the virtual I/O port . 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client according to C l aim claim 4, further 
comprising: 

at least one I/O port , which is coupled with the I/O device, and which is controlled by a 
the device drive r and connoctob l o w i th on I/O dovico, and a dov i co hand l er communicating with 
a v i rtual I/O port to contro l the I /O port, tho virtua l I /O port bo i ng i nc l uded i n a son/or to prov i de 
tho dovico driver w i th a certa i n intorfaco, transm i t a contro l s i gnal from tho dov i co dr i vor and 
i nform tho dovico driver of a roco i vod ovont; wherein tho ovont i n tho I /O dovico i s rodiroctod to 
tho virtua l I /O port of tho oorvor, and tho I/O dovico of tho c l iont i s d i roct l y control l od by tho 
dov i co drivor of tho sorvor . 

6. (NEW) The client/server system of claim 1 , wherein the I/O device is a bar code 

reader. 

7. (NEW) The client/server system of claim 1 . wherein the client and server 
communicate via a LAN. 

8. (NEW) The client/server system of claim 1 , wherein the client and server 
communicate via the WWW. 



